Charge and Operational Policy


Graduate Studies Committee of Beeghly College of Education


( As Amended )

A.   
CHARGE TO THE GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE OF THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

     We, the Graduate Faculty of the Beeghly College of Education, Youngstown State University, do endorse and promote efforts to provide appropriate quality education for all children and youth.  We believe that the contributions of graduate education toward these efforts must be timely, relevant, and accountable.  Accordingly, we must produce an exemplary curriculum which will prepare graduate candidates in education to assume leadership roles and to become change agents committed to educational excellence.

     Since organized curricular change must involve the concerted efforts of many, and must be shaped according to an evolving theoretical model, a continuing structure must exist within the Beeghly College of Education to guide, support, and facilitate organized change.  The Graduate Studies Committee (GSC) of Beeghly college of Education is hereby designated to assume this function and is specifically charged as follows:

1.  
To maintain a continuing surveillance over conditions; requirements, procedures, and policies leading to the granting of the degree of Master of Science in Education.   Attention is directed to the following areas of particular concern:

a.  
Guidelines for screening and admitting candidates to Graduate programs within the College of Education, standards for retention and transfer of students within the College, and criteria for completion of degree requirements;

b.  
The nature of present and proposed Graduate Education programs;

c.  
Graduate courses, workshops, institutes, comprehensive examinations, and other specific Graduate Education requirements;

d.  
Criteria to be used to determine eligibility to teach Graduate Education courses.

2. 
To recommend changes in those conditions, requirements, procedures, and policies as needed, consistent with established University policy, and subject, to the approval of the Graduate Faculty of the College of Education.  Guiding principles to be used in recommending such changes should include consistency, clarity and unity of purposes, service to faculty and students, and implementation of policy guidelines set forth by the Graduate Faculty of the College of Education.

3.
To represent the Graduate Faculty of the College of Education within the University, particularly in official relationships with the Standing Committees of the Graduate School, the Graduate Council, etc.

4.  
To serve as the Graduate Curriculum Committee of the College of Education, and in that capacity to review and make recommendations concerning all proposed changes in Graduate Education programs or courses before they are submitted to the University Graduate Curriculum Committee or to the Graduate Council.  In order to implement this charge, the Graduate Committee will establish guidelines and procedures as necessary.

5.  
To serve as the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee of the College of Education, and in that capacity to review all graduate faculty membership proposals (including graduate faculty reviews) prior to their submission to the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee of Graduate Council.

     
The purpose of such a review procedure is to insure that membership proposals are submitted in good form and according to any criteria that might be established by the graduate faculty of the College of Education, so as to most effectively and accurately serve the best interests of the university community, Beeghly College of Education, and the faculty member involved.

     The organization of the Graduate Committee of the College of Education is set forth in detail in the operational policy which follows.

B.   
Operational  Policy: Graduate Studies Committee of Beeghly College of Education
Article I ‑ Name
This committee shall be called the Graduate Studies Committee of the Beeghly College of Education, hereinafter referred to also as the Graduate Studies Committee.

Article II ‑ Purpose
The purpose of the Graduate Studies Committee of the College of Education is to represent the graduate faculty of Beeghly College of Education in the guidance, support, and facilitation of organized change toward excellence in Graduate Education.

Article III ‑ Authorization
The Graduate Studies Committee is authorized by the graduate faculty to act as its representative in expressing, reviewing, and implementing policy and procedures relevant to the activities of graduate studies.

Article IV ‑ Organization
Section 1.
The members of the College Graduate Studies Committee shall consist of the Graduate Faculty's elected at‑large representative to the University Graduate Council who shall serve as Chairperson of the committee, one representative elected from each department within the College of Education, and two ex officio, non‑voting members‑ the Dean of the Graduate School and the Dean of the College of Education.

Section 2. 
Terms of the elected Graduate Faculty members of the College Graduate Studies Committee shall be for staggered three year periods.  Each Spring, the Chairperson of the Graduate Studies Committee shall conduct elections, by secret ballot, to fill those faculty vacancies that will be created as terms expire.

Section 3. 
A vacancy on the Graduate Studies Committee shall be declared when a committee member leaves the College of Education, the departmental Graduate Faculty which he/she represents, or resigns from the Graduate Committee. In such an event, the Chairperson shall conduct an election to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Section 4.
The Graduate Student Representative to the Graduate Committee shall be elected annually from among those Graduate Students appointed to the College of Education as Graduate Assistants, those same Graduate Students being the electors.  The Chairperson of the Graduate Committee shall be responsible for conducting said election shortly after the beginning of the Fall quarter.

Section 5.   
Each elected member of the Graduate Committee shall have one vote, except that no one department shall be permitted more than two votes.  The Chairperson shall vote only in case of a tie.

Section 6.
Advisory non‑voting participants on the Graduate Committee may be invited at the discretion of the Chairperson or when necessary to clarify any business which is properly brought before the Graduate Committee.

Section 7.
This Charge and Operational Policy shall become effective when approved by a two‑thirds majority of the Graduate Faculty of the College of Education.


Article V -     Voting
Section 1.
Voting shall be conducted at a regularly scheduled meeting of the GSC and shall require a majority of all currently voting members of the Committee.

Section 2.
The Secretary shall be appointed annually by the Chairperson of the Graduate Committee and will serve at the pleasure of the Chairperson .

Section 3.
Other elected officers may be created by vote of the Graduate Faculty or appointed officers by the Graduate Committee to fill other functions as needed.


Section 4.
The term of any officer, elected or appointed, shall terminate when that person leaves the College of Education, or resigns from the Graduate Committee.  

Section 5.
In the event of the absence of the Chairperson of the Graduate Committee, or of his resignation, an Interim Chairperson shall be elected by the members of the Graduate Studies Committee to conduct the business of the Committee.

Section 6. 
Special sub‑committees may be established and their functions assigned at the direction of the Chairperson with the approval of the Graduate Faculty or of the Graduate Studies Committee. Such Sub‑Committees may include members of the Graduate Faculty and/or Graduate Students in Education, but should include  at least one faculty member from the Graduate Committee.

Article VI ‑ Meetings
Section 1. 
The Chairperson of the College of Education Graduate Studies Committee shall call a minimum of one meeting of the Graduate Studies Committee per academic term, except during summer, and at the request of two or more members of the College of Education Graduate Studies Committee, shall call additional meetings.

Section 2.
The Chairperson shall also conduct the business of the Graduate Faculty meeting, which shall take place as necessary, there to report on the business of the College of Education Graduate Studies Committee and to ask for decisions on matters of policy.

A graduate faculty meeting may also be called at the request of seven (7) or more members of the College of Education graduate faculty at any time during the academic year.
Section 3.
Roberts Rules of Order shall be followed in conducting the business of the Graduate Committee. 

Article VII ‑ Amendments
Amendments to this Charge and Operational Policy may be proposed in writing by

any three members of the Graduate Faculty, College of Education, at a scheduled

meeting of the Graduate Faculty, and must be approved by a two‑thirds majority

of the Graduate Faculty at its next scheduled meeting.  It is suggested that

reasonable written notice be given to all members of the Graduate Faculty

before any amendment is scheduled for vote.

Original draft presented Oct. 26, 1973

Approved by Graduate Faculty, College

  of Education Nov. 29.  1973

Amended:  
July 15, 1976 
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