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I.  Executive Summary 

We hypothesized that males would be more likely to be pro-abortion than females and 

also that the reason why people have abortions, from the people surveyed, is because that 

the people had an abortion when they were too young.  To test these hypotheses, we 

conducted a survey that was taken at Youngstown State University. 

 

II.  Introduction 

Are males more opt to be pro-abortion as opposed to females?  Males are 

stereotypically less sympathetic than females based upon the views of today’s American 

society.  Abortion has been a highly debatable issue ever since the subject came into 

American society.  Another reason that males would be pro-abortion is that it is not their 

bodies’ health that they are risking by having an abortion.  There have been numerous 

deaths that come with having an abortion.  In a statistic taken in 1992, 10,000 women 

worldwide died from an illegal abortion (Costa 54).  Some of the first of illegal abortions 

have taken place in “filthy apartments without anesthetic” (258).  Many women are aware 

of the dangers of having an abortion and that is why we hypothesized that women are less 

likely to be pro-abortion.   
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We also hypothesized that the main reason for women having abortions is that the 

mother and/or father are too young to support a child.  Being young could provoke a 

number of reasons to consider abortion.  These reasons include income, housing, parents’ 

influence, maturity, education, embarrassment, and social incompetence.  Most young 

adults don’t make enough yearly income to support a child.  This often results in 

inadequate housing if the parent or parents are living on his or her own.  Other 

pregnancies occur while the mother and/or father are still living at home with their 

parents, causing a lot of household stress.  Others simply find themselves too immature to 

raise a child or they don’t want to interrupt the progress of their education.  Some people 

are just outright embarrassed to be a mother or a father at a young age.  Also, young 

adults care about their social life too much and don’t want to be bogged down by a child.   

Our hypotheses were that men would be more pro-abortion than women and that 

the main reason for considering abortion is that the mother and/or father are too young to 

support a child.  To test our hypotheses and to obtain our data, we conducted a survey at 

Youngstown State University.  Approximately 200 questionnaires were passed out and 

when we collected the questionnaires and analyzed the data, there were 179 survey 

questionnaires that were distributed to both students and faculty of all ages and both 

genders that we could actually incorporate as true statistics.  We then applied a Chi-

square test to see if the null hypothesis is acceptable. 

 

III.  Data Collection Techniques 

 The first step of our data collection was to design a survey.  The survey was then 

distributed to numerous individuals varying in age, race, and gender.  To get an accurate 



 3

representation of the true population of the whole United States was very unlikely so we 

decided to confound our study to the confines of Youngstown State University.  Because 

of holding our study at Youngstown State University, the results that we received were 

constricted by age, because the majority of the students at Youngstown State University 

are in the range of 18-22 years of age. 

The survey in which we designed had to be clear and concise on the questions that 

were asked.  This was very difficult because different people have different views on the 

same subject.  We had to basically anticipate what people would think about a certain 

question so that we can ascertain the correct response.  This, however, is unfeasible 

because when you get a big enough population onto which a survey has been given, you 

will more likely receive a few incomplete and false responses.  Dealing with these false 

or incomplete responses is very tricky.  We wanted to proceed with a fairly large sample 

size in order to have a normal distribution of data.  Some of these falsified surveys were 

thrown out and not even recorded as data, but some of the incomplete surveys were 

counted and shown as either incomplete data or to the closest possible responses in which 

were given.  One certain question on the survey was that if you knew someone that has 

had an abortion, and approximately what age were they.  Some of the people surveyed 

said that they knew more than one person that has had an abortion.  The ages that were 

given were sometimes in the form of a range, for example 18-24.  For these types of 

answers, we evenly distributed the range of the ages by how many people known to have 

an abortion. In other answers to this question, we received ages of individuals that were 

incapable of having an abortion and those were classified as falsified information. 
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There were many limitations to this particular survey due to ages, race, and 

gender. We tried, to the best of our ability, to give the survey to a variety of individuals 

through the process of distribution. Throughout the process of distributing the surveys, 

we would separate the questionnaires into groups such as males, females, and race. The 

reason for separating the data was to insure that one particular group was not lacking 

from our survey. Although our intentions were to have different groups of individuals 

respond to the survey, this was restricted to those that attend the university. These 

stastistics can vary on the reasoning that perhaps more females attend YSU than males or 

a certain race or ethnic background were more abundant. Also said before, limitations of 

the ages of those that were surveyed must be acknowledged due to age groups of those 

that attend school which are mostly between 18-22 years of age. That leaves the 

possibility of the older individuals having a different perspective of the issues pertaining 

to abortions. In order to correct the possibilities of error or bias, a larger population size 

would have had to been surveyed in addition to Youngstown State University. Because 

the responses to the questionnaire may have varied considerably to those that were 

received, our results would not represent a true population, just the population in 

Youngstown State University. 



 5

IV. Summary of Data 

 The following table is a summary of the data that we collected.  The column 

labeled statistic consist of two categories:  male or female, and if someone put down too 

young for the reason why people have abortions, or the actual dominant reason, which is 

rape.  The total number of people surveyed is n=179. 

Figure 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. Visual Summary of Data 
 

Figure 2. 

Male

Female

 

Statistic N Percent 

Gender Consider Abortion   
Yes 53 72.6 Male 
No 20 27.4 
Yes 68  

Female 
No 37  

Too Young 21 11.7% 

Rape 75 41.9% 
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Figure 3. 
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Figure 4. 
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No = 0.00 
Yes = 1.00 
Undecided = 2.00 

No = 0.00 
Yes = 1.00 
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Figure 5. 
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Figure 6. 

 

NAPPREA

AllOther
Ruining Career Or Fu

Rape
Can't Afford To Have

Having An Abnormal/D

Afraid Of Birth

Morals/Religious Bel

Embarrassed

Afraid Of Telling Pa

Too Young

Missing

C
ou

nt

80

60

40

20

0

 
 
 
 
 



 8

Figure 7. 
GENDER * CONSAB Crosstabulation 

    Count 
CONSAB Total  

No Yes Undecided  
Female 68 (64.2%) 37 (34.9%) 1 (.9%) 106 GENDER 

Male 53 (72.6%) 20 (27.4%) 0 73 
Total  121 57 1 179 

 
 
 
 

Figure 8. 
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Figure 9. 
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Figure 10. 
 
 
 

Test Statistics 
 GENDER CONSAB 

Chi-Square 6.084 120.849 

df 1 2 

Asymp. Sig. .014 .000 

a  0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 
89.5. 
b  0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 
59.7. 
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VI. Analysis 

 We hypothesized that males would be more likely to be pro-abortion than females 

and also that the reason why people have abortions, from the people surveyed, is because 

that the people had an abortion when they were too young. 

 

Our first hypotheses are: 

H0:  Males, percentage wise, would consider having an abortion over females. 

Ha:  Females, percentage wise, would consider having an abortion over males 

 

Our second hypotheses are: 

H0:  The reason that people think others would have an abortion is because that they were 

too young. 

Ha:  The reason that people think others would have an abortion is because that they were 

raped. 

 

The p-value for our first hypothesis is p = .014 in which p < .05 which means that we 

would reject the null hypothesis and we would accept the alternative hypothesis (Figure 

10). 

 

The p-value for our second hypothesis is p = .000 in which p < .05 which means that we 

would reject the null hypothesis and we would accept the alternative hypothesis (Figure 

10.). 
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VII.  Conclusions 

 The main conclusions of our study are: 

•  From our study pertaining to abortions, we concluded for our first hypothesis that 

within Youngstown State University that females, percentage wise, are more 

likely to consider having an abortion than for males.  We did this by looking at 

the p-value that happened to be less than .05 and from this, we rejected our null 

hypothesis and accepted our alternative hypothesis. 

•  Our conclusions for our second hypothesis is that people thought that the reason 

for others having abortions is because they were raped.  We concluded this by 

also looking at the p-value that also happened to be less than .05, which means 

that we rejected the null hypothesis and we accepted the alternative hypothesis. 

The main limitation of the survey is age, which put a limitation on our study because 

the age of the people surveyed was not evenly distributed.  The majority of the people 

surveyed were around the ages of 18-22.  This put a limitation on our survey because 

older people may have different viewpoints on the issue of abortion.  The reason that the 

majority of the people were in between 18-22 years of age is because the survey was 

given at Youngstown State University.   

 To further our research on this topic, we would have to expand our survey to 

many more people.  Also, we would need to distribute the survey to numerous areas, 

which contains people of all race, gender, and age.  Basically, in order for us to conduct a 

representative study, we would have to greatly expand the questionnaires throughout the 

country to obtain true results. 


